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Hello! 

I hope you are enjoying the fall colors in 

the beautiful Eastern Upper Peninsula!  

 

This is the first edition of the Spotlight for 

the 2012 – 2013 school year. In addition to 

many interesting articles about what’s go-

ing on in the district, we’ve added a new 

section called “Where Are They Now?” 

This section of the Spotlight will highlight 

alumni from Sault Schools. Joel Lake, Sault 

High Class of 1991 and Sault High Biology 

teacher volunteered to coordinate this excit-

ing feature. If you would like to recom-

mend someone for inclusion in the Where 

Are They Now? section, please send an 

email to: wherearetheynow@eup.k12.mi.us 

 

On the next page is information regarding a 

“Headlee Override” ballot proposal that 

voters will see on November 6th. The Head-

lee Amendment to the State Constitution 

was passed in 1978. Headlee requires a lo-

cal unit of government to reduce its millage 

when annual growth on existing property is 

greater than the rate of inflation. As a con-

sequence, the local unit’s millage rate is  

 

“rolled back” so that the growth on prop-

erty tax revenue, community wide, is no 

more than the rate of inflation. A “Headlee 

Override” is a vote to return the millage to 

the amount originally authorized.  It is im-

portant to note that if the Headlee Override 

is approved, there will be NO cost increase 

to homeowners.  

 

Finally, Sault Area Public Schools takes 

great pride in the accomplishment of our 

students. However, these accomplishments 

are the result of very strong relationships 

between parents, the schools, and the com-

munity. These home-community-school 

partnerships are vital to the success of our 

students and the growth of our entire com-

munity. I encourage everyone who can to 

get involved with our public schools. There 

are many opportunities to volunteer at our 

schools; contact any one of our buildings 

for more information. Please contact me if 

you have any questions or concerns regard-

ing our district. And remember, there’s no 

better place to learn than Sault Area 

Public Schools! 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Tim Hall 

mailto:wherearetheynow@eup.k12.mi.us
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Sault Ste. Marie Area Public School District 
BALLOT PROPOSAL AT A GLANCE 

FOR THE NOVEMBER 6, 2012 GENERAL ELECTION 

 

REASON FOR REQUEST 

 To maintain the funding that voters have already approved – THERE WILL BE 
NO COST INCREASE TO HOMEOWNERS. 

 To get the full per student operational dollars ($6,966) that the state authorizes 
under Proposal A. 

 If this election is not successful, the district would lose approximately $14,400 of 
funding for next school year due to previous years’ Headlee rollbacks. 

 

THE PROBLEM 

 The 18 mills approved by voters in 1995 for non-homestead property was reduced 
to 17.9388 mills from previous years because of Headlee rollbacks. 

 The rollback occurred because of Proposal A’s impact on the Headlee law when 
properties are sold and the assessed value is increased. 

 This vote is requested to merely allow the district to continue to collect the full 
18 mills which voters approved in 1995 on non-homestead property such as apart-
ment buildings, rental homes, vacation properties, some vacant land, and part of 
commercial/industrial properties. 

 

THE PROPOSAL 

 At the November 6, 2012 general election, the school district voters will be asked 
to vote on an increase of 1.0 mills on non-homestead properties for the remaining 
three (3) years -- (although the ballot language uses the word “increase”, it is ac-
tually RESTORING millage from a decreased millage rate). 

 If passed, the district will levy only that portion of the requested 1.0 mill necessary 
to restore the total rate to 18 mills for non-homestead property – which is the maxi-
mum allowable by law. 

 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 
 A SUCCESSFUL VOTE WILL RESULT IN NO COST INCREASE TO 

HOMEOWNERS. 

 The first year impact on non-homestead property including apartment buildings, 
rental homes, vacation properties, some vacant land, and commercial/industrial 
property will be approximately .0612 of a mill, or 6.12 cents on every $1,000 of 
taxable value. 

ELECTION INFORMATION 

Date: Tuesday, November 6, 2012          Polls Open: 7.A.M.  to 8 P.M. 

Poll Location: Same as your usual location;  

if any questions, please contact your local clerk’s office 

For more information contact Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tim Hall at (906) 635-6609 
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Sault Area Career Center and JKL Partner to Bring More Opportunities to 
Students 

 The Sault Area Career Center has begun a partnership program with JKL 
Bahweting 8th grade students to allow students the same opportunities to experi-
ence classes in the CTE Center as other 8th grade students in the area do.  Superin-
tendent  Dr. Timothy Hall of Sault Area Public Schools and Superintendent Dr. 
Theresa Kallstrom of JKL Bahweting School have collaborated to make this part-
nership possible. 

 During the first semester of the school year, 8th grade students are experienc-
ing a course in small gas engines with instructor, Timothy Strader.  According to 
Mr. Strader, “a program like this gives students a chance to explore their mechani-
cal abilities and gives them life skills that they might not get elsewhere.  Programs 
like this open many doors that students might never know are even available to 
them.”   

 Currently there are 15 students who travel to the Career Center from JKL for 
the last hour of their day.  Students are learning a variety of skills beginning with safety and building to work 
on small gas engines . The majority of students in the program are currently female, which is a great statement 
about the program.  Logan Kessinger, an 8th grade student from JKL Bahweting School said, “I wanted to try 

this because my uncle has a shop and he has a lot of fun, I wanted to try 
it and get some hands on experience to learn about cars.”  When asked 
what she planned to do in the future, she said that she “would love to 
open up her own auto shop”.  She finds the class to be a nice break in 
her day and would love to take more classes like this in high school. 
Greg Renard took the class because it sounded interesting and says, “It 
was a good choice.”  Greg is planning on using the skills he has learned 
to help out his dad and be able to learn life skills that he can always use.  
“I would encourage all kids to try this class” Greg said.   

 Beginning with the second semester, students will have the opportu-
nity to participate in an industrial arts course taught by instructor, Gary 
Herschell.  Opening up these opportunities to middle school age students 
allows students and parents to begin the process of career exploration 
and an opportunity to examine the many offerings available at the Sault 
Area Career Center. 

The Lincoln “Linc” 

Beginning this school year, Lincoln School, in an effort to more fully recognize the involvement of parent volunteers, 
has created the Lincoln “Linc.”  

When parents volunteer at school, they will sign their name onto a link made of blue or yellow construction paper. 
These links will be displayed in a chain throughout the building. This chain will serve as a visible sign the parents at 
Lincoln believe a partnership between the home and school is important to help kids grow academically, socially, and 
emotionally. 

We encourage families and the community to be involved by helping at school sponsored events such as family nights, 
can drives, penny collections, by helping on field trips or at parties, coaching, and leading clubs or activities. Parents 
can also be involved by serving as audiences at student assemblies, Christmas concerts, and sporting events. We have a 
very active PTO and the group always needs volunteers to help with their sponsored activities – the carnival, winter 
fun day, sale events and assisting in classrooms 
with cutting out items or bringing in needed 
items. 

Partnerships between parents and teachers in-
crease student achievement and promote better 
cooperation between home and school. Together, 
these efforts will connect families and schools to 
help children succeed in school and in their fu-
tures. 

For more information on the Lincoln Linc pro-
gram, or to learn how you can help, please call 
Lincoln School at 635-6626. 

Pictured Students: Julia Beaumont, Nicholas 
Dautremont, William Dautremont, James 
Huskey, Savannah Jewell -  from  Mr. Pianosi's 
5th Grade holding the beginning chain of the 
Lincoln Lincs 
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Ann (Drysdale) Greenleaf 
Everyone remembers the excitement of bringing home artwork created during a day in art 

class in elementary school.  You just couldn’t wait to see it proudly displayed on the refrig-

erator door.  Some were awful, some weren’t too bad, and a few were actually pretty good.  

Regardless of their quality, they were treasured by you and your family.  Could you be the 

next Pablo Picasso, Georgia O’Keeffe, or Bob Ross?  Unfortunately, many realized that a 

career in art was not in their future and moved on to other endeavors.  This was not the case 

for Ann (Drysdale) Greenleaf.   

 

From her early days at McKinley Elementary, Ann excelled at art.  Tom Marshall, her ele-

mentary art teacher, recognized this talent and knew that he had a special art student.  “He hosted a summer 

art session that I was invited to attend between 6th grade and junior high.  I loved all things art but didn’t 

know I actually had any talent until Tom sort of invested in me.”  That summer she explored many different 

art media and tools and those experiences helped open her eyes to more than just drawing and painting. 

 

Ann graduated from Sault High in 1984 and moved on to Kendall College of Art and Design where she 

graduated with a BFA in Illustration.   She discovered Kendall on a field trip with Joe Wallace’s high school 

art class to view their senior show.  “I was blown away by the projects and talent at the school and knew I 

wanted to attend Kendall.”  Little did Ann know that printing her own Christmas cards in Wallace’s class 

would someday lead to a career with the greeting card giant, Hallmark.  Today she’s the Creative Director 

of Product Design at Hallmark Cards where she oversees 8 managers and over 170 designers, production 

designers, and production artists who create greeting cards, gift wrap, party,  innovation, and business to 

business.  “We focus on talent - hiring great talent, training and development.  We make sure the right skills 

support the right work.” 

 

Ann credits her education at the Sault Public Schools for much of her success.  “I 

felt very supported and learned skills that set me up for my success.  Both Mr. Mar-

shall and Mr. Wallace recognized that I had talent, was serious, and they were very 

encouraging.  I had the opportunity to focus on art for all my electives and kept ad-

vancing my knowledge.”  For those students who have similar dreams of a career in 

art she says “be open to all forms of art.  There are more options than you think, es-

pecially in digital media.  Practice, practice, practice.  Keep sketch books, draw peo-

ple when you are waiting at the dentist, draw still lives of all kinds, take classes out-

side of what school offers, make posters for school events, etc.  Do it all, don’t judge 

your skills, just learn, explore, and enjoy.  Even classes that are considered more 

craft than art will help stretch your creative thinking.” 

 

Ann and her husband Geoff, an illustrator who also works for Hallmark, live in Kansas City, Missouri.  

When she’s not spending time with Kendall, her 65 pound lab/shepherd mix, she spends much of her time 

being “cool Aunt Ann” to her nieces and nephew in Minneapolis. 
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Jeff Blashill 
For much of its history, the youth hockey association in Sault Ste. Marie has set the bar for other 

associations within the state of Michigan.  Many players and coaches have moved on, and ex-

celled, at the college, junior, and professional levels. While most participants in youth hockey 

move on to fields other than professional hockey, one Sault Schools alumni has taken his skills 

all the way to the NHL -  to "Hockeytown" - with the 11-time Stanley Cup champion Detroit 

Red Wings as an assistant coach for the 2011-2012 season. This past summer Jeff was named as 

the head coach for the Red Wings’ AHL affiliate farm team, the Grand Rapids Griffins.  The 

Sault Schools are especially proud of alumnus Jeff Blashill. 

Jeff graduated from Sault High School in 1992.  He went on to attend Ferris State University on 

a hockey scholarship and graduated with a B.S. in Business/Finance before beginning his journey into the coaching 

ranks. 

Jeff credits his experiences and education in the Sault Area Public Schools for building the foundation for his current 

success in hockey.   As a Washington School Wildcat in 1983 he remembers Pat Bullock’s wonderful and caring style 

of teaching even though he “was often a pain to her.”  He recalls her once asking him in 4thgrade “what it was like to 

already know everything.”  And to this day he says that his wife Erica can relate to Mrs. Bullock’s sentiments. 

As a Red Wings assistant coach, Jeff was responsible for pre-scouting opponents, game preparation, game adjust-

ments, and overseeing the power play.  The 1992 Sault High graduate says that his time spent in Donna Mickewich’s 

trigonometry class has been beneficial in this aspect of his career.  “She was very demanding, but excellent.  I enjoyed 

the challenge of problem solving and know her teachings have helped me throughout my life.”  He also enjoyed John 

Sherry’s A.P. History class.  “We had good discussions and Mr. Sherry had great energy.  I am sure he’s done a great 

job as principal at Sault High.” 

“The people that live in the Sault care about each other and that permeates into the Sault Public Schools.  I felt that my 

teachers really cared about my personal development as well as my 

academic development.  Sault High was a great place to spend my high 

school years and I have great memories from that time of my life.  I 

still keep in touch with my friends and teachers from Sault High.  My 

good friend Rex Engle keeps me updated through text messages and 

phone calls and sometimes gives me coaching advice via text as well!” 

When asked about the importance of a great academic work ethic to go 

along with athletic ability he stated that the effort he “put into learning 

and achieving opened so many doors in my life and allowed me to be in 

the position I am today with the Detroit Red Wings.  If I had only fo-

cused on sports or having fun I would never have become a Division I 

athlete.” 

“Without the schooling, kids have an extremely up hill road in life.  Thankfully, my parents demanded I focus on my 

education.” 

Jeff and his wife Erica currently reside in Grand Rapids with their children Teddy (6 yrs), Josie (4 yrs), and Owen (2 

yrs). 
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Daniel Comps 
Daniel teaches Junior Kin-
dergarten at Lincoln Ele-
mentary School. He is a 
graduate of LSSU majoring 
in Elementary Education; 
minors Early Childhood, In-
tegrated Science & Social 
Studies.  He is endorsed ele-
mentary & early childhood 
as well as 6-8 Integrated Sci-
ence and Social Studies.  He 
formerly worked for Che-
boygan Area Schools as a 
paraprofessional in an ele-
mentary school.  

Jacqueline Line  
Jacqueline is working at Lin-
coln and St. Mary’s Elemen-
tary Schools. She is a gradu-
ate of SAHS.  She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from LSSU 
in Elementary Education.  
She interned at Lincoln Ele-
mentary School. She is a for-
mer Paraprofessional and 
Data Coach for Sault Schools 
and currently coaches Frosh 
Volleyball.  

Nicholas Pavloski  
Nick is teaching Science at 
Sault Area Middle School.  
He is a graduate of Rudyard 
HS.  He has a bachelor’s de-
gree from Olivet College in 
teaching Integrated Science.  
He did his student teaching 
at Eaton Rapids High School.  
He is active in the Commu-
nity Theater, and coached JV 
Football 1 year in Rudyard.  
His team was back-to-back 
intramural Laser Tag cham-
pions, 2006 & 2007.  

Noreen Whitworth  
Noreen is teaching Social Stud-
ies/English at Sault Area Mid-
dle School . She is a graduate 
of SAHS.  She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from LSSU 
majoring in Elementary Edu-
cation and minors in English 
and Social Studies.  She is en-
dorsed to teach Elementary & 
Gr. 6-8 English and Social 
Studies.  She did her student 
teacher experience at Wash-
ington Elementary School.  She 
formerly worked as a parapro-
fessional and sub teacher for 
SAPS.  

Joan Vine  
Joan is teaching Spanish at 
Sault Area Middle School. She 
is a graduate of University of 
Michigan Flint majoring in 
both Spanish & German.  She 
was formerly employed by 
Cheboygan and Central Lake 
Schools as Spanish teacher as 
well as Baker College (Dual-
Enrollment HS Spanish).  She 
was President of Foreign Lan-
guage Honor Society -Phi 
Sigma Iota.  

Travis Klooster  
Travis is teaching English at 
Sault Area Middle School. 
Travis is from Charlevoix, MI.  
He earned his BA from Grand 
Valley State University and is 
certified in Language Arts and 
History.  He student taught at 
North Muskegon High School 
where he also Assisted with 
the North Muskegon High 
School Theatre program and 
worked with summer campers 
to improve their basketball 
and soccer skills 

Clare Arbic  
Clare is teaching Science at 
Malcolm High School. Clare is 
a graduate of SAHS.  He did his 
student teaching Experience at 
SAHS also.  He graduated from 
LSSU majoring in Biology with 
a minor in Group Science; Mas-
ter’s degree from NMU in 
Learning Disabilities.  He for-
merly worked for Pickford 
Public Schools as a special 
education and science teacher 
for nine years.  He is married 
to Master Teacher Becky Arbic.  

Michael  
Langendorf  
Mike is the Dean of Students 
at Sault Area Middle School. 
Mike is a graduate of SAHS 
and LSSU majoring in Crimi-
nal Justice – Law Enforce-
ment.  He worked for the 
City of Sault St. Marie as a 
police officer and most re-
cently as a Master Detective 
during which time he was 
recognized as the Law En-
forcement Officer of the 
Year.  

Kim Shadnaw  
Kim is currently our part-
time Middle School/
Transportation Secretary.  
She is a Sault High and LSSU 
Graduate.  She has subbed 
for the Sault Schools and 
EUPISD as well as worked at 
the Antlers Restaurant and 
Passageway Travels.  She 
brings a strong customer 
service background and 
some great technology skills 
with her to our team.  

The rest of our new staff will be 

featured in the December issue. 
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2012 Goodwill Mission 

Sault Ste. Marie Area Public Schools students recently completed a Goodwill mission to Japan.  

The trip is a biennial cultural student exchange program with Sault Ste. Marie’s sister city, Ryūo-

Cho.  In even years, our students visit Japan.  In odd years, Japanese students visit our city.  Stu-

dents stay with host families and 

experience Japanese culture by 

attending school, participating in 

various activities and visiting im-

portant sites.  This year’s group 

was comprised of one eighth 

grade student, five ninth grade 

students and two chaperones.  The 

group visited Japan from Septem-

ber 27 – October 5. 

Pictured from left to right:  

Ryūo-Cho Mayor Hideo Take-

yama, Edward Chevillot, Hope Anderson, Gabrielle Pepin, Alex Kittel, Daphne Patten, Sara 

Waucash, Lori Anderson, Ryūo-Cho School Board Superintendent Fusako Okatani (standing) 

and Eric Donarski (sitting).  

We Need YOU! 

Would you like to make a difference in your child’s school?  Well, here’s how! 

Every year, your family receives a Free and Reduced Price Meal Application.  It is important to fill 
out this form and return it to school for two reasons: 
 

1. The application lets us know if your child is eligible for free or reduced price schools meals.  Chil-
dren from families that earn below a certain income level can receive free or reduced price lunch 
and breakfast at school. 

2. Applications are used to match funding for grants and the different resources our district re-
ceives for students. 
 
The application is easy to complete and understand.  Also, you do not have to worry about your 
information being shared with others, because application information is completely CONFIDEN-
TIAL. 

If you have any questions, please call Brenda Garland, Food Service Director at 635-3839 ext. 5828. 

Like us on Facebook at 

“Sault Schools” 
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Summer Learning at Soo Township 
As part of our school improvement plan, Soo Township provided interested families with Scholastic Summer Express learning 
books to help minimize summer learning loss. The books help children maintain learning throughout the summer with activities 
to promote math skills, vocabulary, grammar, writing and reading. We had over one hundred requests for the books. Over thirty 
of the students completed the entire workbook over the summer and were recognized for their hard work and commitment to 
learning at a school-wide assembly in September.  

Pictured L to R Front: Brooke Bennin, Ella Marchand, Alaina Frappier, Isis Howell, Aye Thee Da, Shee Nea 
Middle Row: Randen Blair, Son Russ, Augusta Smith, Sagen Hope, Kaden Blair, Payton Brown, River Perez, Olivia Schopp, Bonnie Li, Jackson Gervasio, Mi-
chael Bontrager, Paige Marchand, Liberty Wagner, Koryn Rogers 
Back Row: Makayla Frappier, Alyssa Morley, Owen Rawlings, Zachary Wilcox, Delaney Cushman, Audrey Smith, Ashlyn Zenner, Tyler Gibbons, Yvonne Pine.  

NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability.  Any person who 
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 
immediately contact Mr. Steve Gordon, Director of Human Resources & 
Operations, Sault Ste. Marie Area Public Schools, 876 Marquette St., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 906/635-3839 Ext. 5011, who is 
designed the School District’s Coordinator and Chief Compliance Offi-
cer. 
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NOTICE 

Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally funded 
education programs, parents may contact the Human Resources office for 
information on the education and certifications of teachers and para-
professionals who work with their children.  The office is located at 876 
Marquette St., Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 906-635-3839 Ext. 
5011. 

Sault Area Public Schools 
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Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
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